
Lineage Problems
Plain-English thesis

When synthetic voices, images, profiles, and videos look real, the practical
question becomes lineage: where did this come from, what changed, and what
evidence was preserved before it spread?

Why ordinary people should care
AI impersonation makes a familiar problem harder. People have always had to ask, "Is this really the
person I think it is?" Now a voice, image, message, or video can look convincing even when it is
synthetic.

The risk is not limited to celebrities or large companies. Families can receive fake emergency calls.
Workers can receive convincing messages. Businesses can receive false instructions. Public figures
can be imitated at speed.

Ordinary people should care because trust increasingly depends on whether the origin and change
history of digital content can be reviewed later.

What the real-world problem looks like
The FBI reported that its 2025 IC3 report included a section on artificial intelligence for the first time, with
22,364 AI-related complaints and nearly $893 million in reported losses. It described scammers using
fake social profiles, voice clones, identification documents, and believable videos. [S1]

The FTC has highlighted voice cloning risks and said that no single solution is enough; possible
interventions include prevention, authentication, detection, and post-use evaluation. [S11]

Microsoft has also described deepfake fraud and synthetic identities being used against organizations
and verification checkpoints. [S10] The common thread is lineage: what is real, what was generated,
what changed, and what record exists?

What current systems usually leave behind
● Detection scores that may change over time.

● Watermarks or content labels, when present.

● Platform takedown notices and moderation decisions.

● Screenshots, file copies, metadata, and message headers.
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● Human recollections of calls, meetings, or messages.

Why reconstruction is weaker than preserved evidence
AI content can move faster than the evidence trail. By the time someone questions a call, video, image,
or profile, the original post may be gone, metadata may be stripped, and copies may have spread
across platforms.

Preserved evidence matters because later review needs more than a yes-or-no label. It needs context
about the content, the surrounding event, the timing, the source available to the user, and any
meaningful changes before a decision was made.

Where AuditTrace Labs / Project Aingeal fit
AuditTrace Labs should not claim to identify every deepfake or authenticate every piece of media.

Project Aingeal fits in a narrower, public-safe lane: preserving relevant context around meaningful digital
events so later review has something stronger than screenshots and memory.

The bridge to buyers is content lineage and decision integrity. When people act on digital content,
preserved context helps later reviewers understand what was available at the time.

What should change going forward
Public and private systems should treat provenance, context, and preservation as everyday trust issues,
not niche forensic concerns.

Detection will remain useful, but detection without preserved context can leave people arguing over a
result after the underlying facts have moved or disappeared.

Closing
AI impersonation raises a simple public question: can we later review the evidence behind the content
that caused someone to act?

Three reusable pull quotes

The issue is not only whether content is fake. It is whether the evidence around
it survived.

AI makes lineage a public trust problem.

Detection scores are useful. Preserved context is still needed.
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Five plain-English FAQs
Is this a deepfake detector?

No. The public lane is preserved context and later review, not a claim to identify every synthetic file.

What does lineage mean here?

Lineage means the reviewable story of where content came from, how it changed, and what was known
when people relied on it.

Why not just use watermarks?

Watermarks can help, but they are not always present, visible, durable, or enough by themselves.

Why should businesses care?

A convincing fake instruction, profile, or call can affect payments, hiring, customer support, public trust,
and internal approvals.

What is the restrained claim?

Preserved context can improve later review. It does not solve all AI misuse.

LinkedIn-ready excerpt

AI impersonation turns trust into an evidence problem. A fake voice, profile,
video, or document can move faster than the record trail. Detection matters, but
later review also needs preserved context: what was seen, when it was seen,
what changed, and what evidence survived. That is the public lane for
AuditTrace Labs and Project Aingeal.

Website-ready excerpt

AI impersonation and deepfakes create lineage problems. AuditTrace Labs and
Project Aingeal focus on preserved context around meaningful digital events,
helping later review start from a stronger record instead of scattered copies and
guesses.

Selected public sources
[S1] FBI Internet Crime Complaint Center, 2025 Internet Crime Report / FBI press release

Reported 1,008,597 complaints, nearly $21 billion in losses, and the first IC3 section on artificial intelligence, including
22,364 AI-related complaints and nearly $893 million in losses.

https://www.fbi.gov/news/press-releases/cryptocurrency-and-ai-scams-bilk-americans-of-billions

[S10] Microsoft Digital Defense Report 2025
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Describes deepfake fraud, synthetic identities, AI-enabled social engineering, and the dual use of AI by defenders and
adversaries.

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/security/security-insider/threat-landscape/microsoft-digital-defense-report-2025

[S11] FTC Voice Cloning Challenge and AI impersonation rulemaking materials

Highlights AI-enabled voice cloning risks and the need for multiple interventions, including authentication, detection, and
post-use evaluation.

https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-releases/2024/04/ftc-announces-winners-voice-cloning-challenge
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